
TO: CAHA Board  
FROM: ACES Hockey Academy 
RE: CAHA Membership Application  
 
Dear Mr. Kanai,  
We are incredibly excited to talk with you on June 24th regarding the potential CAHA 
Membership for ACES Hockey Academy. Although we provided CAHA with the necessary 
information for the application, I thought I would prepare a more detailed packet to allow for a 
better understanding of our unique program.  
 
Our Mission Statement:  
Developing character and leadership in student-athletes through academics, service and sport.  
 
How Our Program Works:  
ACES partners with local schools to provide skill development during team training or as an 
elective option during the academic day. We currently partner with local schools; Cherry Creek 
High School, Regis Jesuit High School, Valor Christian High School, and Aspen Academy 
Middle School. ACES works with all skill levels and kids from all different associations. We have 
no conflict of interest with any programs; the opposite. Last year we provided skill development 
for students from all different clubs and associations. Additionally, we sought to place middle 
school aged beginner skaters into current associations and programs. ACES caters to a group 
that most other programs do not work with; beginner hockey players aged 10-14, to get them 
started in hockey.  
 
Why ACES Chooses to Work with Schools: 
We believe youth athletes should have the opportunity to develop in sport without sacrificing 
traditional, brick and mortar academics. We believe that all of this can be accomplished through 
affordable and accessible skill development in a traditional academic setting. Utilizing mid-day 
ice allows ACES to keep the cost down for families and to provide access to training without 
adding an additional activity before or after school. 
 
ACES believes that by providing affordable skill development we can grow the sport of hockey. 
We have seen that our model is successful, particularly at the middle school level.  
Aspen Academy Middle School Grades 5-8: 
2018-2019 Year:  

- 8 skaters total 
- 4 advanced 
- 4 beginners 

Aspen Academy Middle School Grades 5-8:  
2019-2020 Year:  

- 26 skaters total 
- 6 advanced  

 



- 20 beginners (several of these beginner players registered to play with a local program
in the spring and are looking for house teams to play with in the fall. Their goal is to play
high school hockey in Colorado)

ACES is not a traditional association or club:  
ACES Hockey Academy is not a traditional association or club and is not seeking to operate as 
such. We fully support the philosophy of USA Hockey that prior to 14U, youth athletes benefit 
most from affordable access to the sport, skill development and FUN! We believe this approach 
lends itself to growth in the sport of hockey. ACES kids do like to play in scrimmages and 
games, which is why we are interested in the Flex Program, but this is simply to use the skills 
they have learned in a light hearted and fun environment.  

Why ACES is Applying For CAHA and USA Hockey Membership:  
ACES believes that it is important to work in collaboration with the governing bodies. We believe 
that rogue programs contribute to the dilution of a market. We believe that we should be held to 
the same standards, levels of coaching, safe sport rules, and policies that every other youth 
program is held to. We believe that if we work together as a community we can accomplish far 
more, than if we work and compete against each other. We also feel like working under the 
umbrella of CAHA and USA Hockey provides our program with a level of credibility and 
accountability that we feel benefits our program and families.  

ACES’ Future:  
For the upcoming 2020-2021 academic year, ACES will continue to partner with local schools to 
provide affordable and accessible skill development. However, we are also working hard to 
open our own school to provide full day, in-person, world-class, private education with high-level 
hockey and skating skill development in Littleton, CO.  

I hope that this provides a bit more detail on the ACES Hockey Academy program, how we 
operate, and why we are seeking partnership with CAHA and USA Hockey. Please see the 
attached information for more in-depth details on our coaching staff, our contracted ice hours, 
and our partnerships.  

If you have any questions and/or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me at any time. I am 
very much looking forward to our call on Wednesday, June 24th, and answering any additional 
questions that you may have.  

Yours in Hockey, 
Brooke Wilfley 

ACES Hockey Academy 
www.aceshockeyacademy.com 
(303)335-6144

http://www.aceshockeyacademy.com/


 
ACES Reviews:  
 
“ACES Hockey has been great to work with as a hockey developmental elective at my son's 
school.  Brooke and her coaches do a fantastic job and I highly recommend their organization.” - 
AAA Thunderbird and Aspen Academy Parent 
 
“Our son, Jack, joined the Aces Hockey Program in the fall of 2019 at Aspen Academy.  Offered 
as an elective class and new to the curriculum just the year before, we incorrectly assumed it 
was only for kids that have been playing Hockey for years. Our son had been pursuing other 
sports and adventures up till now when he decided the talk among those in the Aces Hockey 
Program was so enticing that he wanted to give it a try.  I was shocked when the school called 
me for our consent  to participate.  I said, ‘He can't even skate.’  To my surprise they said, 
‘That's not a problem, Aces will put him with other beginners.’  I said, ‘There's other 12 year old 
Hockey beginners?’  They said, ‘Yes, of course.’  So here we are now a year later, the 
unexpected, ‘very happy Hockey family!’ 

Our kiddo, can't wait for Aces every week.  The opportunity to work with fabulous coaches and 
staff weekly inside our middle school day is unlike anything we've ever seen or heard of.  He's 
become a dedicated, inspired and challenged player.  Literally getting him out of bed for school 
on an ‘Aces Day’  is so much easier than the other days!  He's absolutely in love with the sport, 
this particular program, and the fabulous team of people who bring it all together.   Additionally, 
this very unique opportunity to move away from his academics two days a week, get on a bus, 
and get on the ice with this great team is life changing for a middle schooler.  It clears his head, 
pushes his physical limits and teaches him so much more than just the game.  He has loved it 
so much that in his second semester of Aces, with time limitations to pursue Hockey and his 
previous sporting programs, he picked Hockey above all to move forward with.  

He's made great friends on the ice and has now made Hockey a primary goal for his High 
School years.  His skills have come so far in 2 semesters of Aces instruction it's amazing.  I 
don't know where else in the sporting world  preteen beginners are welcomed with this much 
enthusiasm, patience, physical challenge, integrity, perseverance and grit.  We're very thankful 
to be in a school that offers the Aces Hockey Academy program and opportunity, especially for 
those of us who had  previously never laced skates.” - Beginner 7th Grade Parent  

 
2019-2020 Partnering Schools:  

 

 



Coaching Staff:  
 
Matt Frick:  
Playing Career 
U12 National Champion Detroit Little Caesar’s 
Played on USA development team  
Silver Medal World Champtionship 
4 years Div 1 Lake Superior State University (CCHA) 
600 Pro Games over 10 seasons (ECHL, AHL, IHL, CHL) 
Named 2004 (CHL) All Star Team 
Voted CHL Best Defensive Defenseman 
2003 Attended San Jose Sharks NHL/Cleveland Barons Camp AHL 
 
Coaching Career 
ACES Hockey Academy coach 2019-present  
Coached teams 2011-present AAA/AA 
DU Squirt A State Championship 2012 
Owner/operator Frick’s Dynamic Skating LLC (8 years) 
Coached 3 European Hockey development camps 
Hockey Skills Pro at Denver Country Club  
Co-Head Coach at Next Stride Hockey morning skills program  
Foothills Hockey Program Skills Head Coach 
 
Christian Brown:  
Coach Christian started out his career in Nashville, Tennessee where he played mini-mites 
through Pee-wee AAA with the TPH Thunder organization. From there, Christian and his family 
moved to New Jeresy where he continued to play AAA for the New York Saints through Midget 
Majors before playing Junior B for the Jersey Wildcats. Christian finished his career playing at 
Loyola University in Maryland. He has now been a head and assistant coach at Krivo School of 
Hockey for 3 seasons, working with all ages from mites through bantams. Coach Christian 
specializes in technical skating skills, shooting, as well as in all aread of the defenseive side of 
the game.  
 
Christian is also carries an ISSA Personal Trainers Certification. He currently does off-ice 
strength, balance and agility training. Additionally, Christian is currently earning his full nutrition 
certification.  
 
Kyle Ostrow:  
Playing Career 
Nanaimo Clippers Junior A, BCHL (2005-2007) 
Team Canada West Gold Medal at World Junior A Challenge (2006) 
Nanaimo Clippers BCHL Champions (2007) 
University of Denver Pioneers (2007-2011) 

 



WCHA Final Five Champion (2008) 
University of Denver Team MVP (2011) 
Columbus Blue Jackets Rookie Camp (2011) 
5 years of professional hockey in ECHL, AHL, and DEL2  
ECHL 2nd Team All Star (2013-2014) 
 
Coaching Career 
ACES Hockey Skills Coach 2019-present  
Altitude Hockey Founder and Head Coach (2012-2019) 
Assistant Coach Valor High School Varsity (2015-2016) 
Skills Coach with Krivo Hockey (2015-2016) 
Assistant Coach Colorado Thunderbirds 16U (2016-2018) 
 
Matt Zaba (Goalie Coach) 
Founder of Mountain High Hockey, Colorado’s premier goalie training program. After an 8 year 
professional career, including stops in the NHL, AHL, ECHL and Europe, Matt Zaba began his 
coaching career with his alma mater Colorado College Tigers. Coach Zaba has worked directly 
under the guidance of New York Rangers Goalie Coach Benoit Allaire, Los Angeles Kings 
Goalie Coach Bill Ranford and Swedish National Team Goalie Coach Stefan Ladhe.  
 
Coach Zaba currently works with various AAA programs, youth associations and high schools 
throughout the state of Colorado as well as being the goalie coach for the Tri-City Storm in the 
USHL. Matt Zaba started the ACES model and program under MHH and now partners with 
ACES for everything goalie related.  
 
Dave Labbett: Awaiting Bio 
Dylan Bozeman: Awaiting Bio 
Mark Popovic: Awaiting Bio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Example Coaches Contracts: all of the ACES coaches operate as independent contractors. 
Please find an example of a contract that we use with our coaches below. 

 

 



 
Ice Contract with Ice Ranch, 841 Southpark Dr.Littleton, CO 80120: ACES Hockey operates 
primarily out of the Ice Ranch in Littleton. Please see relevant portions of our ice contract below.  

 

 



 

 
 

 



Certificate of Insurance: ACES is fully insured as an Academy through K&K Sports Insurance.  

 
 

 



Proof of Filing in Colorado: ACES is filed as an LLC in Colorado and is in good standing.  
 

 

 


